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<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"3\">The few owners of slaves who had assumed the<BR>r61e of public defenders of the institution were in<BR>the habit of using violent and abusive language<BR>against anti-slavery agitators. This appeared in<BR>the first debate on the subject during Washington's<BR>administration. Every form of rhetorical abuse<BR>also accompanied the outbreak of mob violence<BR>against the reformers at the time of Garrison's<BR>advent into the controversy. He was especially<BR>fitted to reply in kind. \"I am accused,\" said he,<BR>\"of using hard language. I admit the charge. I<BR>have not been able to find a soft word to describe<BR>villainy, or to identify the perpetrator of it.\" This<BR>was a new departure which was instantly recog- <BR>nized by Southern leaders. But from the begin- <BR>ning to the bitter end, Garrison stands alone as<BR>preeminently the representative of this form of</FONT><BR>\
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